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Livestock worrying is currently a particular concern as more 

people go out to enjoy the Waverley countryside during the 

summer.  We are still being made aware of animal worrying 

by dogs, principally in the Dunsfold area. If you see this 

happening please report this to Surrey Police on 101, as it 

can be distressing for all involved.

The week from August 09 to 15th is Rural Crime 

Intensification Week in Surrey Police, and as such we will be 

undertaking several activities during this week over and 

above our normal rural crime work.

As well as crime prevention work around the rural car parks, 

we will be running Rural Crime, and Crime prevention stands 

at the following locations:

Tuesday 10/08/2021, Frensham Big Pond Car Park -

WildFire Awareness and crime prevention.

Wednesday 11/08/2021, National Trust Café Car Park, Devils 

Punchbowl, from 10-14, this will include the crime 

prevention stand and free riding saddle marking  so bring 

along your saddle. 

Thursday 12/08/2021, Cranleigh Market, Village Way, 

Cranleigh, once again from 10-14, this will also include the 

Crime Prevention Stand and free  saddle marking 

Please come along and see  us at any of the locations, and 

say hello.

Dave Boxall 

Waverley Rural Crime

JUNE 

During the month of June there were 7 recorded reports of 

rural crime* in Waverley as follows :-

3 reports of burglary, damage or unauthorized 

access to rural businesses.

1 report of Wildlife Crime.

1 report of Livestock Worrying.

1 report of machinery theft.

1 report of crop damage.

Please continue to report crimes to Surrey Police or 

CrimeStoppers as we still believe rural crime is under 

reported. Reports help us build a picture of what is 

happening in the community.

*  As a reminder rural crime tends to fall into one of four categories 

described below.  It is related to the type of crime rather than simply the 

location.

Regardless of knowing these categories  we encourage all crimes to be 

reported either directly to the police or via another charity or organization 

such as Crimestoppers.

• Agricultural - Agricultural crime covers working farms, farm machinery, 

farm buildings and smallholdings. Offences include theft of equipment 

or, damage to property and livestock worrying.

• Equine - Equine crime covers working stables and equestrian centres

and includes offences like tack theft and livestock worrying.

• Wildlife - Wildlife crime includes hare coursing, poaching and 

interfering with protected species. You can find out more about wildlife 

crime here :- https://www.surrey.police.uk/advice/advice-and-

information/rc/rural-crime/

• Heritage - Heritage crime is defined as 'any offence which harms the 

value of England's heritage assets and their settings to this and future 

generations’.  That can include offences like lead theft from churches, 

damage to ancient monuments and illegal metal detecting.

Often environmental crime takes place in rural locations, which covers 

illegal waste dumping, fly tipping, polluting watercourses and land.

https://www.surrey.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/rc/rural-crime/


Fly-Tipping

Fly-tipping is an environmental crime that has a impact on us all and we all have a responsibility to prevent it. Pre 

pandemic figures from 2018 show that large fly-tipping incidents cost councils £12.2 million and this is expected to 

have gone up during the pandemic.  However this does not include the cost to land owners who  bear the cost and 

responsibility for clearing up fly-tipping on private land.

Your Responsibility

As Householders and business owners we are all responsible to ensure that 

waste is disposed of correctly to prevent fly-tipping. If waste is incorrectly 

disposed of and it is traced back to a business or a householder then there 

can be heavy fines and a criminal record.  To prevent this you must use a 

licensed waste carrier.  It is your responsibility to check and you can do this 

here :  https://environment.data.gov.uk/public-register/view/search-waste-

carriers-brokers

A useful way to remember is to think SCRAP

S –Be Suspicious of cold callers.
C – Check their waste carrier registration details.
R – Reject cold callers and people who can not provide a waste carrier licence
A – Ask the carrier about what will happen to your waste.
P – Paperwork. Ask to see all relevant paperwork, including a waste transfer note.

Who to contact?

Fly-tipping is a multi agency issue and Surrey Police work jointly with 

these agencies on this issue.  Responsibility for clearing up Fly-tipping 

depends on where it occurs so it can be a bit confusing as to who to 

contact about it. 

1) If you see fly-tipping in progress then please report to the police by 

dialing 999.  Do not approach or try to stop the perpetrators as they 

can become aggressive. 

2) If you see fly-tipped waste on the public highway (including 

byways)  then report to the local council. Reports to Waverley 

Borough Council can be done here :-
https://www.waverley.gov.uk/Services/Environmental-concerns/Street-
cleaning-and-fly-tipping/Report-fly-tipping-or-dumped-rubbish

3) Hazardous waste causing damage or danger to the natural 

environment should also be reported to the Environment Agency 

incident hotline.

4) If the fly-tipping is on private land then it is the land owners 

responsibility to remove fly-tipping.

5) You can also report large scale illegal dumping anonymously via 

Crimestoppers

https://environment.data.gov.uk/public-register/view/search-waste-carriers-brokers
https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=11436&d=4s7x4FseOe2dG1XkOJOklciY5EG96yFjm5J7RWNEpg&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww%2ewaverley%2egov%2euk%2fServices%2fEnvironmental-concerns%2fStreet-cleaning-and-fly-tipping%2fReport-fly-tipping-or-dumped-rubbish


How to report a crime or incident:

In a non-emergency, or if you have any information relating to any crime, 

then please use live chat, call 101 or report online at:-

https://www.surrey.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/

In an emergency then call 999

You can also give information, 100% anonymously, to the independent 

charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111; or through their anonymous 

online form:- https://crimestoppers-uk.org/

To contact your local team (not for reporting purposes) email 

Waverley@surrey.pnn.police.uk

Also Follow us:

Surrey Police Live – Focus on Rural Crime

Badgers and their setts (tunnels and chambers where they 

live) are protected by law and must not be disturbed unless 

you have a licence from Natural England. These licences are 

only issued in exceptional circumstances.  Rural PCSO Dave 

Boxall has recently carried out some joint working with the 

West Surrey Badger Group in regard to identifying some 

badger setts, which may have been disturbed. Using the 

knowledge of our volunteer colleagues we were able to 

establish that fortunately no disturbance had taken place and 

that the setts had not been in use for some considerable time.

Surrey Police Live is a new way that Surrey Police and partner agencies are 

communicating about our activities and the way we work.  Please see the recent 

episode focusing on Rural Crime where you can see our  Rural Crime specialist 

officers along with the Surrey NFU representative.  You can access it via YouTube 

here → https://youtu.be/8WT8ekXLINw or search YouTube for Surrey Police Live 

Episode 8

Working together

https://www.surrey.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/
mailto:Waverley@surrey.pnn.police.uk
https://youtu.be/8WT8ekXLINw

