
Churt Commemorates VE Day – Lockdown Version  

When Churt organisations first put together plans for the 75th anniversary of VE Day, life looked 

very different from the way it is in this current Covid-19 emergency. In the last few weeks, 

original plans had to be scrapped and revised ones created to fit a ‘Stay at Home’ model. Churt’s 

characteristics of resilience and innovation came to the fore and ‘On Your Doorstep VE Day’ 

united the community in a day of both commemoration and celebration that lifted the 

community’s spirits, both young and old.  

St John’s C of E Infant School had looked up the 1945 VE Day entry in their log-book, to discover 

that at 9am on May 8th 1945, pupils rang the school bell to signify Victory in Europe. The bell 

used to be in a bell tower and was rung by a rope. Although the bell tower has gone the bell sits 

on the school wall and has not been rung since. The school commemorated VE Day 2020 by 

Head of School Marion Stevens ringing the school bell at 9am. Tolling loud and clear across the 

village, it was a poignant reminder of the freedom the 1945 Victory in Europe gave to all of us, 

even though, currently, some of that freedom is temporarily out of reach due to Coronavirus. 

Taking care to adhere to the  current regulations and restrictions, a small number of staff and 

their children were eager to recreate the 1945 event, and this resulted in brothers James and 

Henry Craven recreating a 2020 version to match the 1945 photograph of the bell-ringers.  

               
The 1945 School Log Book and Head of School Marion Stevens ready to ring the bell at 9am 

 
St John’s past and present pupils try their hand at bell ringing 



 

 

Ringing the school bell on VE Day 1945 and again in 2020 

 

The day moved on and after the national two minutes silence at 11am, you could sense the 

village starting to get into a festive mood, despite the restrictions. Pam Martin had made 

gingerbread, which appropriately wrapped, was delivered by bicycle to residents who are over 

90, as well as to a few lucky 80 year-olds. An extra package was delivered to one resident who 

did not qualify on age grounds, but who deserved the gingerbread - that was to Jo Corfield, who 

is the co-ordinator of our Covid-19 Community Support Group.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pam Martin and Annabel Eve with the gingerbread ready for delivery 

 

In the afternoon, the sewing machines making scrubs for the NHS were turned off for a while 

and the volunteers making visors for care givers also stopped for a break and to enjoy the 

afternoon sun and a tea party in front or back gardens. How different from the jubilant dancing 

and conga tea parties of 1945 - but everyone was happy to have the chance for some social 

interaction – even if it had to be at a distance. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Barrow family and dogs celebrate in their garden 

The finale to VE Day 75 in Churt was an 'On Your Doorstep' singalong, in which village residents 

were able to join in the national singalong of 'We'll Meet Again' following the Queen's speech at 

9pm. Originally planned as a much larger and more inclusive celebration of VE Day, the 'stay at 

home' restrictions meant that Debbie Lawson, Churt's own Vera Lynn, had to sing instead to an 

(almost) empty Churt Recreation Ground. But skilful sound engineering by her husband Mark 

ensured that just about all of Churt were able to hear her leading them in song, first in ‘We’ll 

Meet Again’ and followed by ‘Bluebirds Over the White Cliffs of Dover’. A Spitfire then flew over 

the Recreation Ground (though we couldn't see it) and the Band of the RAF played the 

beginning of 'Battle of Britain'. Finally, ‘Land of Hope and Glory’ reverberated around the village.  

It was a fitting end to a very special day! One that is now a part of Churt’s history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debbie Lawson leads the ‘We’ll Meet Again’ singalong 

To relive the highlights of Churt’s VE Day 75 commemorations and celebrations in Covid-19 2020 

lockdown, watch the two You Tube videos of the bell ringing and the final song of the ‘On Your 

Doorstep’ singalong at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UTX6KWmbXS4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jrJr_XPQQqY 
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