
As we come to the end of another academic year, it has been far from an ordinary year for the whole world. At school we have missed an awful 
lot of events we would normally expect to complete, some of them historical rites of passage. We also recreated some such as ringing the school 
bell on VE day. We have learned so much, adults and children alike. The wonders of technology have allowed us to remain in contact and we 
have learned lots of tricks about how to use them. We are more resilient, caring, considerate, problem solvers and great at handwashing!

We have also had time to reflect upon the things we are grateful for, about what is important in life and to appreciate the things we miss. Our 
families are so important - our immediate families we have been with every day, and those members of the extended families we have not been 
able to see. As the time has gone on it is clear the children have also been affected by not being with their friends. 

St John’s has provided keyworker care during the closure and as of the 3rd June we have reopened to the children in the priority order offering 
them school every day.  Two weeks later we were able to extend the offer to another group of those willing to return to school. We also arranged 
some offsite outside sports for our Year 2 children. We have filled the weeks with stories and adventures, bubbles, numbers, plants, art, exercise 
and talking with our friends. The children have adapted amazingly to allocated tables, smaller groups, separate pencil cases and washing their 
hands at least 5 times a day. Not to mention getting to grips with operating a pedal bin! These small groups have been amazing for the children 
and have seen their confidence grow day by day. Whilst we know these germs can be scary, the smiles these children have shown us make it all 
worthwhile. The staff have been home-schooling and caring for their own children and families while trying to support all the school families as 
well. They have risen to the challenge in returning to school as soon as possible and for that we are all grateful.  
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We also have a year group who are due to leave us and move on in their learning journey, for them we have 
longed to have them back but unfortunately cannot accommodate them with the current regulations. We 
know how important relationships are and how bringing things to a close is very important before moving on. 
We are going to close to current pupils on 16th July so we can have fun and farewells for the last three days of 
term with our departing class. 

With thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Raeside for providing us with an amazing setting for our forest school. This has 
been so important for our children’s well-being. During lockdown whilst we followed the rules they even 
allowed sessions for those children without gardens.  

We will never underestimate the power of a hug again!  
We shall all be praying for a safe and secure start to September.  
We hope for you all a good summer break and that you all stay safe, well and wonderful. 


